
 
 

TIRE LABELS NO LONGER APPLY TO MODIFIERS 
BUT WEIGHING IS STILL IMPORTANT 

By Jacques Bolduc, P. Eng. 
 

The tire labeling requirements generated many questions and, in order to obtain 
binding answers, NMEDA sent NHTSA a request for interpretation. The NHTSA 
recently responded and NMEDA has posted the response on its web site (follow 
“members”, “member resources”, “NHTSA” and “Interpretations FMVSS 110). In 
their response,  NHTSA has interpreted the tire labeling requirements as not 
being applicable to modifiers (companies working on titled vehicles). Concerned 
about the fact that consumers having work done on titled vehicles would not be 
getting the proper weight information pertaining to their vehicles, NHTSA does 
recommend that the modifiers insure that the vehicle owners be properly 
informed of any cargo carrying capacity. I would strongly suggest that to insure 
that the vehicle users (present and future) are notified of any decrease in cargo 
carrying capacity, the modifier affix the latest tire label.  
 

 
 

This label indicates the reduction in cargo carrying capacity in relation to the 
original capacity indicated on the OEM label. It is a very simple label containing 
minimal information that could save you and the vehicle user many problems. 
Nothing else has changed and make-inoperative labels, certification labels, and 
all other prescribed labels and instructions must still be affixed as applicable. 












